170                     THE WORK OF GROTIUS

The hour had come, and the man was raised up in the
person of Hugo Grotius, the three hundredth anniver-
sary of whose birth we have recently been engaged in
celebrating.

Huig van Groot, generally called Hugo Grotius, was
born at Delft on the loth of April, 1583. His parents
were in good circumstances and of noble birth. Before
he was twelve years old he was sent to the University of
Leyden, which had been founded in 1575 in memory of
the siege of the previous year. There the boy grew up
amid the later scenes of the long struggle of his Father-
land for liberty and independence; and almost before he
reached man's estate he was himself an actor in the great
drama. As a lad he must have heard from many of the
defenders of Leyden heart-stirring stories of the terrible
siege, when famine, and pestilence, and the sword of the
Spaniard, had well nigh destroyed the devoted city. Fie
must often have attended service in the great church
where the thanksgiving hymn broke down amid the sobs
of thousands who wept aloud for joy at their deliverance.
In his walks he must have wandered over the country
occupied by the lines of Valdez, and have gazed from the
ramparts at the fields which had been restored to the
waves, in order that Boisot and his Zealanders might sail
over them to the relief of their famine-stricken compatriots.
Nurtured among these memories he learned the ardent
patriotism which distinguished him through life, while he
escaped in a marvellous manner the taint of that ferocity
which, civil war so often engenders. At the University
he obtained the notice of some of the foremost scholars
of the time. The learned Douza; who was soldier and
poet as well as scholar, and who had commanded the
forces of Leyden during the siege, declared that "he